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(E2) summary of the CHAPTER

» Prashant was a young boy of nineteen years of age. He belonged to Kalikuda, a village in the coastal state of Orissa.
He had lost his mother seven years ago.

> On 27th Oct, 1999, when he was visiting a friend in Ersama, a super cyclone hit the area. There was large scale
devastation. The gusty winds and rains continued for two days. They all remained on the rooftop of the house and
survived on the tender coconuts from the coconut trees that had fallen on the roof of their house.

> As the rain stopped, Prashant left for his home as he feared the worst for his family. He took a stick to help him find
the road. On the way, he met his uncle’s friends and the group moved together.

> They came across the dead bodies of human beings and animals. His own house was shattered too. He went to the
Red Cross shelter in search of his family. There Prashant met his maternal grandmother. She was elated to see him.

> Prashant saw a crowd of 2500 people at the shelter. They were all grief-stricken as they had lost their families. Finally
he took control of the situation.

» Prashant formed a group with some elders and young people. They collected rice. All ate food in the shelter. Then
this group cleaned the shelter and tended to the injured people.

» Prashant engaged the widows to work in the NGO named ‘Food For Work'. He engaged the children by arranging
sports matches. The volunteers managed to set up foster families comprising of the widows, orphaned children and
lonely men who would form a family and support each other. Like this, Prashant overcame his grief and learnt to
smile even in the face of adversities.

Theme of the CHAPTER

The theme of the story is evoked when the storm takes place and due to which people are in a lot of suffering. The story
teaches us about the importance of being patient when a cyclone hits us. Teamwork and co-operation are the qualities
displayed by the group of young volunteers who led the rescue operations under the leadership of Prashant.

Before You READ

e The cyclone that hit Orissa in October 1999 killed Ans. No, Prashant couldn’t meet his family when
thousands of people and devastated hundreds of he reached his village. He went to the Red Cross
villages. For two dreadful nights Prashant, a young shelter in search of his family. There Prashant met
man, was marooned on the roof of a house. On the his maternal grandmother. She was elated to see him
third day he decided to go to his village. Did he find alive as she had not expected that he would have

his family? survived the storm.



@ The Text

E On 27 October, 1999, seven years after his mother’s death, Prashant has
gone to the block headquarters of Ersama, a small town in coastal Orissa,
some eighteen kilometres from his village, to spend the day with a friend.
In the evening, a dark and menacing storm quickly gathered. Winds beat
against the houses with a speed and fury that Prashant had never witnessed
before. Heavy and incessant rain filled the darkness, ancient trees were
uprooted and crashed to the earth. Screams rent the air as people and
houses were siftly washed away. The angry waters swirled into his friend’s
house, neck deep. The building was of brick and mortar and was strong
enough to survive the devastation of the wind’s velocity of 350 km per
hour. But the cold terror of the family grew with the crashing of trees that
had got uprooted and fallen on their house, some time in the middle of the
night, damaging its roof and walls.
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E The crazed destruction wrought by the cyclone and the surge of the
ocean continued for the next thirty-six hours, although wind speeds had
reduced somewhat by the next morning. To escape the waters rising in
the house, Prashant and his friend’s family had taken refuge on the roof.
Prashant will never forget the shock he experienced at his first glimpse
of the devastation wrought by the super cyclone, in the grey light of the
early morning. A raging, deadly, brown sheet of water covered everything
as far as the eye could see, only fractured cement houses still stood in a
few places. Bloated animal carcasses and human corpses floated in every
direction. All round even huge old trees had fallen. Two coconut trees had
fallen on the roof on their house. This was a blessing in disguise because
the tender coconuts from the trees kept the trapped family from starving
in the several days that followed.
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B For the next two days, Prashant sat huddled with his friend’s family
in the open on the rooftop. They froze in the cold and incessant rain, the
rain water washed away Prashant’s tears. The only thought that flashed

through his mind was whether his family had survived the fury of the
super cyclone. Was he to be bereaved once again?
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5#) Word-Meaning

Coastal (1=d) = on the coast dea! |
menacing (43f87) = dangerous
TAT | storm (¥RTH) = cyclone
qEA | fury (Fg8) = anger &1/
Tafer dsit ¥ 1 witnessed (faeiws)
= seen S| incessant (39T=T)
= continuous WA | ancient
(TffiTT=) = very old W= | crashed
(%¥€) = broken and fell i1 Td Z2T1
screams (¥hIF) = cries =@ | rent
(=) = filled 511 swirled (f&ee)
= moved in circle ¥[HTT| mortar
(M2X) = iron and cement W8l
Td HHZ| survive (HdEa) = alive
Sfifad @11 devastation (fearaee)
= great damage STRGE THHM | terror
(W) = fear 94| damaging (ZAFST)
= destroying T sh{T |

%) Word-Meaning

Crazed (%%8) = excessive o071
wrought () = brought by &I a5/
1 surge (1) = wave @& escape
(TERT) = exit a9 & fAUI refuge
(TtFst) = shelter 3M%@ | glimpse
(frav=d) = scene §¥A| fractured
(hFa€) = broken 22 UI bloated
(s1eg) = swollen el U | carcasses
(FRHEST) = dead bodies ¥ | corpses
(®) = dead bodies @I | disguise
(fewmest) = farce ¥9 H | tender (3EX)
= soft T | trapped (¥=) = caught
%H U starving (RIfeT) = dying of
hunger Y@ 9 #EA |
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Two days later, which seemed to Prashant like two years, the rain ceased
and the rain waters slowly began to recede. Prashant was determined
to seek out his family without further delay. But the situation was still
dangerous, and his friend’s family pleased with Prashant to stay back a
little while longer. But Prashant knew he had to go.
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n He equipped himself with a long sturdy stick, and then started on
his eighteen-kilometre expedition back to his village through the swollen
flood waters. It was a journey he would never forget. He constantly had
to use his stick to locate the road, to determine where the water was most
shallow. At places it was waist deep, and progress was slow. At several
points, he lost the road and had to swim. After some distance, he was

relieved to find two friends of his uncle who were also returning to their
village. They decided to move ahead together.
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E As they waded through the waters, the scenes they witnessed grew
more and more macabre. They had to push away many human bodies—
men, women, children-and carcasses of dogs, goats and cattle that the
current swept against them as they moved ahead. In every village that they
passed, they could barely see a house standing. Prashant now wept out

loud and long. He was sure that his family could not have survived this
catastrophe.

Eventually, Prashant reached his village, Kalikuda. His heart went cold.
Where their home once stood, there were only remnants of its roof. Some
of their belongings were caught, mangled and twisted in the branches of
trees just visible above the dark waters. Young Prashant decided to go to
the Red Cross shelter to look for his family.
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E Among the first people he saw in the crowd was his maternal
grandmother. Weak with hunger, she rushed to him, her hands outstretched

5#) Word-Meaning

Huddled (¥sT8) = together/sat
closely @11 # gaeh HX d11 flashed
through his mind (¥i¥e ¥ &9
<) = came to mind &AM § 3111
bereaved (fsiieg) = suffering from
loss of someone foh&l & g =1 T
q difed | ceased (H$€) = stopped
%1 | recede (RETE) = to reduce A
BM11 pleaded (wi€g) = requested
T |

<) Word-Meaning

Equipped (3fFTe) = armed @¥|
sturdy (¥Ef) = strong AT |
expedition (THUIfe¥@) = difficult
journey ®fed ATAT| constantly
(FTEE=et) = continuously AR |
locate (=fhe) = to find out TdT & |
shallow (§&l) = less deep 3rall |
relieved (fiefisg) = give a hand THeedt
forern

5#) Word-Meaning

Waded (32€) = went through =T |

witnessed (f9e9¥€) = to see S&MII
macabre (#®93) = horrifying
TITH | current (F12) = flow of
water 9819 | survived (HIATESE)
= alive Sfifad W@A/T=A11 catastrophe
(FSEW) = natural tragedy Wik
fg9g11 eventually (399 TAT)
= finally 3{dd: | remnants (i’q%l?:{:l)
= remaining parts s=l g37 | mangled
(F1e€) = broken 22 | twisted (fesme)
= bent T3 | shelter (V) = refugee
AT |



her eyes brimming. It was a miracle. They had long given him up for dead.
Quickly word spread and his extended family gathered around him, and
hugged him tight in relief. Prashant anxiously scanned the motley, battered
group. His brother and sister, his uncles and aunts, they all seemed to be
there.
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By the next morning, as he took in the desperate situation in the shelter,
he decided to get a grip over himself. He sensed a deathly grief settling
upon the 2500 strong crowed in the shelter. Eighty-six lives were lost in the
village. All the ninety-six houses had been washed away. It was their fourth
day at the shelter. So far they had survived on green coconuts, but there
were too few to go around such a tumult of people.
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n Prashant, all of nineteen years, decided to step in as leader of his
village, if no one did. He organised a group of youths and elders to jointly
pressurise the merchant once again to part with his rice. This time the
delegation succeeded and returned triumphantly, wading through the
receding waters with food for the entire shelter. No one cared that the rice
was already rotting. Branches from fallen trees were gathered to light a
reluctant and slow fire, on which to cook the rice. For the first time in four
days, the survivors at the cyclone shelter were able to fill their bellies. His
next task was to organise a team of youth volunteers to clean the shelter of
filth, urine, vomit, and floating carcasses, and to tend to the wounds and
fractures of the many who had been injured.
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On the fifth day, a military helicopter flew over the shelter and
dropped some food parcels. It then did not return. The youth task force
gathered empty utensils from the shelter. Then they deputed the children
to lie in the sand left by the waters around the shelter with these utensils
on their stomachs to communicate to the passing helicopters that they

were hungry. The message got through, and after that the helicopter made
regular rounds of the shelter, airdropping food and other basic needs.
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5#) Word-Meaning

Outstretched (3T8eE=E) = spread
out ®&@ TTUI brimming (fafdm)
= full of happiness €3 ¥ “TYT|
miracle (f&d) = marvel IHEHR |
extended (TFHIET) = fasqqa/
%ol 82| gathered (5€) = come
close 3%<3 @11 hugged (¥7E)
= embraced 3faT fHATI relief
(ftet®) = satisfied dg@TAT ¥ |
anxiously (T&EEeE) = excitedly
Bl A ¥ | scanned (TH=%)
= examined f{i&m0 {311 motley
(Hed) = of different kind 3T W&
% | battered (32€) = suffering ifed |

%) Word-Meaning

Desperate (S¥1%2) = hopeless fu=1|
grip (fu9) = catch/hold TSI
tumult (ZF9) = cluster W |

%) Word-Meaning

Organised (3TAESE) = arranged
HAITSa FT | pressurise (FINEH)
= forcibly ToIT9 911 delegation
(BAMYIT) = group WHIE/IA |
triumphantly (E:Tquﬁ‘r‘é?ﬁ) =
victoriously S | receding (REifem) =
decrease %9 M| Seluctant (R&e~=)
= slow €11 survivors (TLATZaH)
= remnant Sifad a9 @1 bellies
(9efis1) = abdomens U2 | volunteers
(dre=iad) = willing workers =g
Has | filth (fReer) = dirt T | vomit
(AfH2) = puke I tend (ST) =
take care of T AT |

5#) Word-Meaning

Utensils (F2f9d@) = pots a1
deputed (€H2E) = posted FHH |
communicate (FHJfThe) = getacross
the message H3%1 94 | air dropping
(TaEIfT) = dropping from air &1
H fir |
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m Prashant found that a large number of children had been orphaned.
He brought them together and put up a polythene sheet shelter for them.
Women were mobilised to look after them, while the men secured food
and materials for the shelter.
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As the weeks passed, Prashant was quick to recognise that the women
and children were sinking deeper and deeper in their grief. He persuaded
the women to start working in the food-for work programme started by an
NGO, and for the children he organised sports events. He himself loved
to play cricket, and so he organised cricket matches for children. Prashant
engaged, with other volunteers, in helping the widows and children
to pick up the broken pieces of their lives. The initial government plan
was to set up institutions for orphans and widows. However, this step
was successfully resisted, as it was felt that in such institutions, children
would grow up without love, and widows would suffer from stigma and
loneliness. Prashant’s group believed orphans should be resettled in their
own community itself, possibly in new foster families made up of children
widows and children without adult care.
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It is six months after the devastation of the super cyclone. This time
Prashant’s wounded spirit has healed simply because he had no time
to bother about his own pain. His handsome, youthful face is what the
widows and orphaned children of his village seek out most in darkest hour
of grief.
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Character Sketch

%) Word-Meaning

Orphaned (31T%-8) = having lost
parents 3 | mobilised (Tifserzsg)
= organised ¥fed fHaT| secured
(feerig) = arranged =S fohan |

=/#) Word-Meaning

Persuaded (93HTSE) = made
to agree HAMATI initial (3fAferae)
= preliminary YRft9% | resisted
(ASEE) = to stop UHATI stigma
(f="™ 1) = social bad mark 9IS
Hh | foster (HITI) = to adopt
YA |

%) Word-Meaning

Wounded (g2¥) = hurt =13d |
healed (88) = cured 3 B 7T | seek
out (T 3T32) = search TR FHLAT |

twelve. Seven years later on 27th October 1999,
he encountered another tragedy when he got

trapped by the cyclone devastation that hit his

> Prashant state.
1. Prashant was a nineteen year old boy of Kolikuda
village in Orissa. He suffered a personal tragedy

when he lost his mother. At that time he was only

2. Prashant's strong and courageous character came
to fore at this time of crisis. He had immense love
for his family. He spent two days at his friend’s



house like two years. He sat out for his village to
look for his family although the flood water was
yet to recede fully in Ersama. He was wise, he
did not start his journey without preparation. He
carried a strong slick to wade his way through the
muddy water that covered the entire area. This
journey shows that he was brave as he had to
make his way through floating dead bodies and
debris.

Prashant had a sensitive soul. He did not brood
long over his own sorrow and took note of the
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suffering of the other people in the Red Cross
shelter. He had great leadership qualities. He
organised the elders and youth in a group and
took the initiative to lead the people in finding
solutions to their problems.

265

Prashant had ample foresight. He was quick to
notice the depression of widows and children. He
arranged to settle them in their own communities.
Prashant stands as a role model for everyone.

a NCERT Folder

Think About it

1. What havoc has the super cyclone wreaked in the

life of the people of Orissa?

Ans. The storm caused wide spread destruction.
Most of the houses were destroyed. Many people
and cattle lost their lives. Their dead bodies were
floating in flood water. When water receded, the
dead bodies were scattered all around. Those who
survived had no shelter or home. They did not have
food to eat. This continued for 26 hours. Children
became orphan and many women became widows.
Survival was very difficult in such condition. People
were fully depended on aid programmes run by
several institutions. Overall the situation was very
bad and frightening.

. How has Prashant, a teenager, been able to help the
people of his village?

Ans. Prashant organized a group of youth and
elderly people to pressurize the merchant to part
with rice. He organized a team of young volunteers
to clean filth, urine, vomit and carcasses from
the area of shelter. They took care of wounds and
fractures of people who were injured.

He persuaded people to take care of each other. Foster
families were formed of orphans and widows. He
organized sports events for children and asked the
people to participate in 'food for work' programmes.
This way, Prashant became a ray of hope for all.

. How have the people of the community helped one
aother? What role do the women of Kalikuda play
during these days?

Ans. Prashant took the initiative and mobilised all
the people of the community to help one another.
One group arranged for food, another group
cleaned the premises of the shelter. Volunteers took
care of wounds and fractures of injured people.
Women adopted orphaned children to form foster
families. They started working in ‘food for work’
programmes.

. Why do Prashant and other volunteers resist the
plan to set up institutions for orphans and widows?
What alternatives do they consider?

Ans. People resisted the plan as they thought that
orphaned children living in such institutions would
grow without love. Widows living there would be
suffering from social stigma and loneliness.

The people made foster families wherein childless
widows adopted orphaned children. Now they had
a family and were able to settle within community
itself.

Do you think Prashant is a good leader? Do you
think young people can get together to help people
during natural calamities?

Ans. Prashant was definitely a good leader. He
took initiative to organize people for the benefit
of themselves and the society. He ensured that
immediate needs of people were met. The area was
kept clean to avoid outbreak of any disease. He
then persuaded people to form foster families for
rehabilitation of orphaned children and widows.
Natural calamity affects all classes of people. Their
situation becomes grim. Young people can organize
themselves in various groups to perform various
tasks. This way all are benefited.

Youth is always full of energy and brimming with
confidence. Channelizing their power in right
direction can benefit the society.

Talk About it

I

Talk about it:

Talk about the preparedness of the community for
a natural disaster. (You can talk about evacuation
plans and rehabilitation, permanent safe shelters,
warning systems, relief efforts, building materi-
als to withstand cyclone/flood/earthquake, ie, safe
housing, peoples' organisation of their own rescue,
the survival instinct etc.)

Ans. We are the part of community. Natural calami-
ties may occur anytime. We have read and witnessed
many such natural disasters which caused devasta-
tion all around. Occurrence of such calamities is not
under our control but to prepare ourselves to face
such devastation is under our control. It precautions
are taken timely, the effects of such calamities may
be reduced.
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Exiract Based Questions

II.

Read the following extracts carefully and answer
the questions that follow—

A raging, deadly, brown sheet of water covered
everything as far the eye could see; only fractured
cement houses still stood in a few places. Bloated
animal carcasses and human corpses floated in
every direction. All round even huge old trees had
fallen. Two coconut trees had fallen on the roof
of their house. This was a blessing in disguise,
because the tender coconuts from the trees kept the
trapped family from starving in the several days
that followed.

What does the word 'fractured' imply in this extract?
(a) cemented (b) broken

(c) followed (d) floated

Ans. (b) broken

What helped the family from starving?

(a) tender coconuts (b) hard sugarcanes

(c) tender sugarcanes  (d) hard coconuts

Ans. (a) tender coconuts

What all things were floating in the water?

(a) animal carcasses (b) broken houses

(¢) human corpses (d) both (a) and (c)

Ans. (d) both (a) and (c)

What is the antonym of 'tender'?

(a) soft (b) feeble

(c) hard (d) weak

Ans. (c) hard

I. As the weeks passed. Prashant was quick
to recognise that the women and children were
sinking deeper and deeper in their grief. He
persuaded the women to start working in the food-
for work programme started by an NGO, and for
the children he organised sports events. He himself
loved to play cricket, and so he organised cricket
matches for children. Prashant engaged, with other
volunteers, in helping the widows and children to
pick up the broken pieces of their lives.

Which word in the extract implies 'understand'?

(a) sinking (b) recognise

(c) engaged (d) organised

Ans. (b) recognise

Who loved to play cricket?

(a) women (b) men

(c) Prashant (d) Prashant's uncle

Ans. (c) Prashant

3.

Important Questions

In which programme women started working?
(a) Food-for work (b) food-for water
(c) food and water (d) work and play
Ans. (a) food-for work

Write the synonym of 'persuade'?

(a) dissuade (b) discourage

(c) advice (d) turn off

Ans. (c) advice

Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the correct options to answer the following
questions :

1.

Prashant went to Ersama to spend a day with:

(a) friend (b) brother

(c) father (d) sister

Ans. (a) friend

What was the duration of crazy cyclone?

(a) 48 hours (b) 24 hours

(c) 36 hours (d) 72 hours

Ans. (c) 36 hours

After how many years of his mother's death did
Prashant go to Ersama?

(@) 4 (b) 5

(c) 6 (d)7

Ans. (d) 7

When did the storm hit the town Ersama?
(a) 1989 (b) 1979

(c) 1969 (d) 1999

Ans. (d) 1999

How old was Prashant?
(a) 18 years

(c) 17 years

Ans. (b) 19 years

How many coconut trees fell on the rooftop?

(b) 19 years
(d) 20 years

(@) One (b) Two
(c) Three (d) Four
Ans. (b) Two

What was the name of Prashant's village?

(a) Maligudi (b) Ersama

(c) Kalahandi (d) Kalikuda

Ans. (d) Kalikuda

Whom did Prashant meet on the way back home
after the storm?

(@) his father's friends

(c) his uncle's friends
Ans. (c) his uncle's friends

(b) his cousins
(d) his father



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

How many houses washed away at Prashant's
village due to the cyclone?

(@ 90 (b) 99
(c) 96 (d) 79
Ans. (c) 96

What did Prashant love to play?

(a) badminton (b) football

(c) chess (d) cricket

Ans. (d) cricket

Who was the first person Prashant saw in the crowd
at Red Cross?

(a) His father

(b) His maternal grandmother

(c) His paternal grandmother

(d) His mother

Ans. (b) His maternal grandmother

Whom did the flood victims send signals to for
food help?

(a) Military helicopter  (b) Strangers

(c) Government (d) Prashant

Ans. (a) Military helicopter

How did Prashant clean the filth?

(a) with the help of volunteers

(b) with machines

(c) with sweepers

(d) with children

Ans. (a) with the help of volunteers

Who helped the orphans?
(a) military

(c) men

Ans. (b) widow women
What could be used by youngsters to help overcome
any adversity?

(b) widow women
(d) all

(a) strength (b) courage
(c) energy (d) all
Ans. (d) all

Very Short Answer Type Questions

S RPN

10.

When did the cyclone hit Orissa?

Where was Prashant when the cyclone hit Orissa?
Why had Prashant gone to Ersama?

What was the name of Prashant’s village?

Who met Prashant on his way back to the village?
What had Prashant to push away on his way back to
the village?

What did Prashant find about children in the relief
camp?

How did Prashant feel when he reached his village?
How did Prashant travel back to his village from
Ersama?

How did people receive food in Prashant’s village?

1.

6.

2.
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Where were Prashant and his friends during the
two days of the super cyclone?
What did Prashant and his friend’s family live on?
Where did they get their food from?
Why was it difficult for Prashant to travel back to his

village?

How long did the cyclone last? How did Prashant
and his friend’s family spend the stormy night?
This heart went cold” when he reached his village.

Why?

How did Prashant manage food for village people?

Long Answer Type Questions

1. Describe the destruction caused by the super cyclone
as narrated in the story ‘Weathering the storm in

Ersama’?

Describe how Prashant helped himself and others at
the time of natural calamity?

Match the Following (Vocabulary)

S.No. Column-A Column-B
1. |Fury moved in circle
2. | Disguise swollen
3. | Carcasses wave
4. |Pleaded natural tragedy
5. |Catastrophe cluster
6. |Swirled anger
7. |Tumult strong
8. |Bloated farce
9. |Sturdy requested
10. |Surge dead bodies

Answers

S.No. Column-A Column-B
1. |Fury anger
2. | Disguise farce
3. | Carcasses dead bodies
4. |Pleaded requested
5. |Catastrophe natural tragedy
6. |Swirled moved in circle
7. | Tumult cluster
8. |Bloated swollen
9. |[Sturdy strong
10. |Surge wave

oo



